MOTHERS APRON-STRINGS
Fragment relative to her late Majesty Queen Caroline transformed
Hannah from a mistress into a wife; and. a similar tale was
retold in 1832 in Authentic Records of the Court of England and
A Secret History of the Court of England from the Accession of George
the Third to the Death of George, scurrilous works which were
promptly and rightly suppressed.
The point to be decided is whether or not there is any truth
in these stories. It is certainly not a difficult matter to rebut
the so-called evidence of George Ill's traducers. George Scott,
who as Sub-Preceptor was in daily contact with the Prince,
stressed his complete indifference to feminine charms; and
while this testimony might be used as evidence of constancy for
one particular love it agrees with all that is known of the Prince's
youth—that he was a rather dull and priggish young man, who
was far too shy to have an affaire de cceur. And his mother, once
she had got wind of the secret meetings, would certainly have
stopped them. The strongest evidence in George's favour is the
fact that Horace Walpole makes no mention of Hannah Lightfoot.
Walpole loved nosing into other people's affairs, and such a
tit-bit would have sent him into ecstasies of delight, so thoroughly
did he dislike George III. And is it easy to picture Mr Pitt acting
as the principal witness of a union which was so patently a
mesalliance for the Heir to the Throne? There seems little doubt
that the scandal of the * marriage ' was fabricated by George IV's
more relentless enemies, who sought to damn him in the eyes
of the world by besmirching the fair name of his father.
George III in his youth may have been attracted by a young
lady who went periodically to visit relatives in the neighbourhood
of Leicester House. He may even have spoken with her. He
was always a most accessible Prince, who brooked no barriers
between himself and his humblest subjects. But was there a
Hannah Lightfoot? Those who have examined die case care-
fully are by no means certain that the lady existed; and if she
did not exist, then she could never have been his mistress, much
less his wife! The time-honoured principle of British justice—
that no man can be convicted on suspicion—demands that
George III be acquitted on the charges levelled against him; and
it is our duty to put him back into History without a stain on his
moral character*
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